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1 The Applicant  

SSE Renewables is the renewable energy division of SSE (Scottish and Southern 
Energy) and is responsible for the development of onshore and offshore wind farms 
as well as hydro and marine projects. 

SSE is the UK’s second largest generation business, and the UK’s largest generator 
from renewable sources. These sites have a combined total capacity exceeding 
11,000MW. SSE continues to plan, develop, construct and operate more generation 
sites to expand this portfolio. 

SSE is committed to full and thorough consultation throughout the planning process. 

 

2 This Statement of Community Consultation 

SSE’s intention from the outset is that the SOCC will be instrumental in enabling a 
comprehensive and meaningful interface with affected communities, interest parties 
and the public. This will be a substantive consultative process in which all 
stakeholders will have an opportunity to participate in the outcome of the 
development.  

SSE Renewables is proposing to submit an application for a Development Consent 
Order (DCO) for a new wind farm, to be known as Nant y Moch wind farm, with an 
installed capacity of between 128-160MW. This application will be made under the 
Planning Act 2008.  

The Act requires SSE to undertake public consultation in advance of submission of 
the DCO application to the Infrastructure Planning Commission (IPC).  

As required by the Act, SSE consulted Ceredigion and Powys County Councils on 
the content of the SOCC during March 2010. Any responses have been taken into 
account in this published document. In addition, SSE will be consulting these 
authorities and other statutory consultees on these proposals in order to facilitate the 
consultation process.  

SSE Renewables will carry out pre-application consultation in accordance with this 
SOCC and is committed to being open and transparent in all its dealings with the 
local community and key stakeholders throughout the pre-application consultation 
process.  

 

3 Proposal Summary Document 

Full details of the public consultations and of SSE Renewables proposals and options 
for the proposed development will be published in Welsh and English during June 
2010 in a Proposal Summary Document (PSD) that will be available, without charge, 
from the following sources.  

• Selected public libraries in Ceredigion, Powys, Carmarthen and 
Pembrokeshire;  

Library County 

Aberystwyth Library, Corporation Street, 
Aberystwyth, SY23 2BU 

Ceredigion 

Machynlleth Library, Heol Maengwyn, 
Machynlleth, SY20 8DT 

Powys 
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Crymych Library, Preseli School, Crymych, SA41 
3QF 

Pembrokeshire (along turbine 
transportation route) 

Carmarthen Library, 9 St Peters Street, 
Carmarthen, SA31 1LN 

Carmarthenshire (along turbine 
transportation route) 

• Offices of Ceredigion County Council, Penmorfa, Aberaeron, Ceredigion, 
SA460PA and Canolfan Rheidol, Rhodfa Padarn, Llanbadarn Fawr, 
Aberystwyth, SY233UE ; 

• Offices of Powys County Council, County Hall, Llandrindod Wells, Powys, 
LD15LG; 

• SSE Renewables Offices, Y Plas, Machynlleth, Powys, SY208ER; 

• Downloadable from the bilingual project website at 
www.nantymochwindfam.com / www.ffermwyntnantymoch.com 

• By emailing the Community Liaison Officer,  eluned.lewis@sserenewables.com 

• By calling, 01654 702720.  

Consultation events will be advertised in local newspapers and copies of the PSD will 
also be available to the public at all these events.  

 

4 SSE Renewables and Nant y Moch SSAD 

SSE Renewables has been awarded an Option Agreement by the Welsh Assembly 
Government to seek planning permission to build a wind farm on Forestry 
Commission Wales (FCW) managed land at Nant y Moch, otherwise known as 
SSAD. The location of the proposed wind farm in mid Wales is located to the east of 
the A487 between Talybont and Nant y Moch reservoir in an area of FCW land and 
privately owned agricultural grazing land. 

Nant y Moch SSAD is an area of land identified by the Welsh Assembly Government 
as one of the seven strategic search areas designated as suitable for the delivery of 
large scale wind energy generation. (Technical Advice Note TAN 8 - Renewable 
Energy, issued in 2005) 

Public consultation started during 2009 regarding this proposed nomination of land at 
Nant y Moch for the proposed wind farm. During 2008 on the commencement of the 
project a bilingual Community Liaison Officer (CLO) was appointed to allow early and 
thorough engagement with communities surrounding the proposed development. 
Following on from this a community liaison group (CLG) was established to represent 
local community views.   

In addition to this SOCC, and as part of the contractual agreements with the FCW, 
SSE Renewables has delivered a detailed community consultation strategy since 
March 2009, details of which are presented within Appendix 6. The initial Community 
Engagement Plan (CEP) was drawn up with the involvement of the county councils 
and local community councils; it ensures full community participation throughout the 
whole development process and many of the proposed consultation activities have 
already taken place, including the formulation of a community liaison group which will 
have a role in evaluating the effectiveness of the CEP. Currently, the CEP sets out 
the methods, timing and transparency of SSE Renewables commitments to consult 
with the affected communities, stakeholders and wider public on the Nant y Moch 
Wind Farm. These provisions are now translated into this SOCC.  
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Since the formulation of the CEP, the scope of consultation has broadened to take 
account of the Planning Act 2008 requirements  

Ongoing consultation has provided SSE Renewables with valuable feedback on its 
current engagement activities, and has highlighted key issues requiring attention for 
further consultations. This SOCC, informed by previous consultations undertaken, 
will form the basis for future community consultation on the Nant y Moch Wind Farm. 
The SOCC will also complement the positive progress made through previous and 
ongoing community consultations in relation to the proposed development.  

Further details on the project, the previous consultation process and information 
about wind farm development that is proposed for Nant Y Moch, are also available on 
the website www.nantymochwindfarm.com / www.ffermwyntnantymoch.com.  

 

5 Context of the Consultation 

SSE Renewables recognises the importance of ensuring that the timing and content 
of our consultation has due regard to other related consultations events to avoid 
confusing the public and local stakeholders and to minimise the risk of ‘consultation 
fatigue’,  

For example, the draft National Policy Statements (NPSs) on Overarching Energy 
and Renewable Energy are currently being reviewed following public consultation 
that ended on 22 February 2010. In addition, SSE is aware that Powys County 
Council has issued guidance on the formulation of SOCCs, A briefing note for 
developers producing a Statement of Community Consultation (March 2010).  It is 
the intention of SSE that this SOCC considers and includes, where appropriate, the 
provisions of any guidance on conducting thorough, transparent and effective 
consultations. 

As well as drawing on the provisions of the CEP that has already been formulated 
and implemented, SSE has had due regard, in drawing up this document, to 
guidance documents on conducting community consultations. Foremost has been 
the DCLG document, Planning Act 2008: Guidance on pre-application consultation.  

 

6 What the Consultation is about 

The intention behind consultation on the proposed development is to ensure 
opportunities for public engagement are maximised. SSE expects to ensure that all 
people with an interest in the development will have full accessibility to information 
relating to the scheme, the opportunity to interface with the SSE development team, 
and receive responses and feedback from SSE on issues raised.  

It is hoped that the relevant communities will be able to influence the nature of the 
development in order to ensure its sustainability, particularly in respect of ensuring 
local communities are engaged in the consultation process and are able to benefit 
from the development.  

Scope of the consultation 

This consultation will focus on SSE Renewables site specific plans for Nant Y Moch 
and any associated development including, for example, proposed highway 
improvements and routes to site, campuses providing facilities for construction 
workers, potential freight concentration depots, and grid connection.  
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The consultation will cover all of the issues required by the Planning Act 2008 and its 
supporting regulations and guidance. We will therefore be seeking the views of the 
public and key stakeholders on the following: 

• Proposals for the main wind farm development at Nant Y Moch, 

• Infrastructure proposals away from the main site considered necessary to 
support the construction and operation of the wind farm. This includes 
communities along the proposed turbine transportation route to site. 

SSE will be seeking views on ways of ensuring that local communities make the most 
of the social and economic benefits from the development of the wind farm at Nant y 
Moch, if permission is granted, including, for example, inward investment into 
Ceredigion and Powys.  

Environmental Information 

SSE Renewables’ proposed DCO application is an Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) development.  An Environmental Statement (ES) will be produced 
that will outline the main effects to the local community as a result of the proposed 
development. The ES will assess all issues highlighted as a result of the formal 
scoping and community consultations. 

As part of the pre-application consultation process, SSE proposes to make available 
to the general public and stakeholders the Preliminary Environmental Information 
report that is available in relation to the proposal. SSE Renewables will additionally 
publish an Environmental Status Report as an appendix to its stage two consultation 
document on its ‘Current Proposals and Options’. This report will summarise the 
environmental work undertaken to date, further studies proposed, and our view on 
key issues.  

The Environmental Statement will be published as part of SSE Renewables 
consultation on the ‘Preferred Proposal’. Once we have submitted our DCO 
application to the IPC, we will consult the public and statutory consultees on all 
application information, including the Environmental Impact Statement.  

Other issues 

The principle of whether or not there should be a new wind farm at Nant y Moch is 
outside the scope of our consultation process.   

The Government will provide guidance on which sites are suitable for renewable 
energy projects when it publishes its NPSs, which will be subject to public 
consultation and detailed Parliamentary scrutiny under sections 5-13 of the Planning 
Act 2008.  

 

7 Consultation Strategy 

Our pre-application consultation programme will be undertaken in three general 
stages:  

• Stage One: We have previously consulted with the community under the CEP 
in which we set out our broad plans for the new wind farm and associated 
development, in which we sought local opinion. This stage is now superseded 
by the SOCC.  

• Stage Two: We will consult on our up-to-date proposals and options, identifying 
for public comment our preferred proposals and highlighting options in which 
will be seeking views. 
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• Stage Three: Having considered the response to the public consultation on our 
Proposals and Options’, we will then publish a Consultation Report.  

We will allow a period of time at the end of each stage of the consultation process to 
consider the responses received before moving onto the next stages of the process.  

SSE Renewables plans to submit its DCO application for Nant y Moch to the IPC in 
Quarter 1 of 2011.  

 

8 Who will SSE Consult?  

SSE Renewables is required, under section 47 of the Act, to consult people living in 
the vicinity of the land we proposed to develop, both at the areas surrounding Nant Y 
Moch and other land further away that may be required for associated development.  

In order to fulfil this duty, we will consult the public in four broad geographic zones 
around Nant Y Moch. These public consultations zones are defined approximately as 
follows: 

• Inner Zone: within approximately 5km radius of the centre of the proposed 
development area (Appendix 2) - these communities are the closest to the 
proposed development and are the most sensitive receptors in terms of the 
wind farms operation, construction and decommissioning. 

• Outer Zone: stretching around Aberystwyth to the south and Machynlleth to the 
north, (Appendix 2) - these are communities which are potentially affected by 
the construction traffic movements to and from the inner zone.  

• Transport Zone: those communities and organisations identified along the 
turbine delivery routes who could potentially be affected by delays in traffic 
(Appendix 3); 

• Visual Receptor Zone: those additional communities who are outside the inner 
and outer zones which will experience a change to the surrounding landscape 
as a result of the installation of a wind farm (Appendix 4). These communities 
have been identified using Geographical Information Systems (GIS) based on a 
30km zone of theoretical visibility (ZTV).  

The most intensive public consultation will be within the ‘inner zone’. We will hold 
further public consultation events in the vicinity of the zones, which will complement 
the previous public exhibitions held in June 2009. Members of the public within these 
zones will have newsletters distributed to their doors informing them of the up and 
coming events. Letters will also be sent to those communities in the outer zone 
keeping them up to date with up and coming events and project information. Dates 
and locations of these up and coming events are detailed in Section 11 of this SOCC. 

A bus service will be provided for the communities of Bontgoch and Furnace enabling 
community members to easily attend the Tal y Bont Public Exhibitions. A bus will also 
be provided from Ponterwyd, Goginan and Llanbadarn enabling local residents to 
easily attend the Capel Bangor Exhibition.   

Should sufficient interest be raised at these events for a visit to an operational wind 
farm, SSE will make arrangements for members of the public to be given a guide of a 
local wind farm. This will give members of the community a good feel for the type of 
development being proposed.  

In line with published government guidance, we intend to take a substantive view of 
our duty to consult under section 47 of the Act and will, therefore, also consult with: 
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• Council meetings: we will be available to attend meetings of councils including 
the two relevant local authorities to provide information on, and answer any 
questions about, the proposal.  

• Public exhibitions: we will hold further public exhibitions at appropriate locations 
during the consultation process. These exhibitions will take place over an 
afternoon /evening, or on a Saturday, and will be staffed by members of the 
project team including the Community Liaison Officer. We will also send 
invitations to these events to representatives of the business community, the 
tourism industry and ‘hard to reach’ groups.  

• Drop in centre: we will open the SSE Renewables office in Machynlleth to the 
pubic for one afternoon each week during the consultation period so that 
people can ‘drop’ in to view and comment on our proposals and speak to a 
member of the project team.  

• Community Liaison Officer: the CLO who is locally based will continue to work 
with communities and members of the CLG to provide up to date information 
on the progress of the project.  

• Pre-application Launch: We will also hold a pre-application launch event which 
will present the final proposal, set out the methods for consultation with the IPC 
once an application is submitted, provide details of the feedback we received 
from previous consultations and how SSE has responded to these.   

 

Other communication techniques 

We intend to use the following communication techniques to explain our proposals to 
the local community and stakeholders, advertise the consultation events, obtain 
feedback and publicise the outcome of the consultation process: 

• Newsletter: we will distribute our newsletter to the community and key 
stakeholders during the stages of the consultation process. The newsletter will 
summarise events and report back on the outcome of the process. Distribution 
will be via the postal service to households within the ‘inner zone’ by insertion 
in local newspapers and by post to all the local stakeholders we have identified. 
The newsletters will also be placed on our website and we will arrange 
distribution through council offices.  

• Website: we will continue to provide information about Nant Y Moch on our 
website, http://www.nantymochwindfarm.com / www.ffermwyntnantymoch.com. 
The website will explain what we are consulting about, advertise the 
consultation events and allow people to submit their comments on-line via an 
enquiry form or questionnaire linked to the public exhibitions.  

• Questionnaire/ comments form: we will provide a questionnaire or comments 
form for the public to record views through the website. They will be able to 
complete the questionnaire/ comments form by hand at the exhibitions, return it 
to a specified address, or complete it online via the website.   

• Direct communications: we will send information directly via post and email to 
key local stakeholders we have identified and to members of the public who 
have asked to be kept in touch with our plans.  

• Summary documents: we will prepare non technical summaries of what we are 
consulting about at the beginning of each stage of the consultation process. 
We will distribute these documents to key local stakeholders, make them 
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available at all our consultation events and ask for copies to be displayed at 
public libraries and council offices.  

• Media and advertising: we will advertise public exhibition dates, times and 
venues for of our consultation process in local newspapers and seek media 
coverage of the main public consultation events. We will also advertise details 
of the proposed DCO application in local newspapers.  

 

10 How will we respond to the consultation?  

SSE Renewables and its project team will consider carefully and respond to all 
issues raised during the pre-application consultation period. We will publish a 
Consultation Report (CR) at the end of the process that will: 

• Provide a general description of our consultation process, 

• Set out how we complied with the Act and its related guidance, 

• Explain how we have taken into account any response to consultation with the 
relevant local authorities about the SOCC, 

• Summarise the response to the consultation, 

• Describe how the DCO application has been influenced by responses from 
local authorities, community stakeholders and members of the public and detail 
any changes we made as a consequence, 

• Explain why any changes haven’t been made in response to significant and 
relevant comments, 

• Explain where and why we have not followed the advice of the relevant local 
authorities or specific guidance published by the IPC.  

 

11 Consultation timetable 

A planned timetable for the stages of the consultation is shown below. No major 
public facing consultation events will be held during statutory holidays or school half 
term breaks.  

Month/ Period Consultation activities 

March/May 2010 • Consultation with Ceredigion and Powys County Council 
regarding the formulation of the SOCC.  

June 2010 • Formal consultation with the community can begin as outlined in 
the SOCC. 

Early June 2010 • Adverts will be placed at least a week in advance. Details of the 
exhibitions are also available on the project website. SSE will 
also issue invitations directly to all consultees. 

Early June 2010 • We will write to all relevant consultees which will be affected by 
the proposals with a copy of a summary of the SOCC for 
information. 

Early June 2010 • Update the website and make all relevant documents available 
prior to exhibitions.  



 STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION                        

MAY 2010                                                            10 

Month/ Period Consultation activities 

16th to 19th June 2010 • Preparation of the second series of Public Consultations at 
various locations, regarding the proposal.  Invitations will be 
sent to all residents within a 5km radius. Advertisements 
regarding the proposal will be formulated for those in the wider 
consultation areas. 

June 2010 • Community liaison group meetings with the Community Liaison 
Officer. 

End of July 2010 • The collation of data and feed back from the consultation, and 
provide feedback to the members of the community in the form 
of an Interim Consultation Report- available from the project 
website, libraries and other locations as detailed above. 

September 2010 • Launch Event, to inform members of the public and 
stakeholders of the feedback we received and how we have 
responded to that feedback.  

End of 2010 • Finalisation of the environmental statement (ES) and 
Consultation Report, ready for submission of application to the 
IPC. 

Quarter 1: 2011 • Submission of application along with formulated and approved 
Consultation Report. 

 

The dates of public exhibition events are detailed below and will be published at the 
start of the consultation process and will, wherever possible be co-ordinated with 
other relevant local consultation activities. 

Date Location of Exhibitions Times to visit 

Wednesday 16th June 2010 Penrhyn-coch Hall 3pm – 8pm 

Thursday 17th June 2010 Y Plas, Machynlleth 3pm – 8pm 

Friday 18th June 2010 Tal-y-Bont Memorial Hall 3pm – 8pm 

Saturday 19th  June 2010 Capel Bangor Hall 10am – 2pm 
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