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Habitat Management Plan

Habitat Management Proposals

The EIA survey work conducted by SSE-R’s
commissioned ecologists and ornithologists has
identified the baseline ecological conditions and
sensitivities, and these are reported on other
briefing sheets. In addition to this work the same
surveyors are now working with SSE-R, Dulas, the
involved landowners (both farmers and FCW),
CCW, RSPB and other consultees to develop an
appropriate set of habitat management proposals
for inclusion with the windfarm planning
application.

The Habitat Management Plan (HMP) is in the final
stages of preparation, including extensive
engagement with consultees to define the
enhancement measures to be included. SSE-R will
commit to the delivery of the agreed HMP through a
Post Consent Condition on any Development
Consent for the wind farm received from the
Infrastructure Planning Commission.

Subject to agreement and final approval of the
HMP, SSE-R will commence a programme of
habitat management measures within one year of
the development becoming fully operational,
implementing management techniques as
recommended and approved by the consultees. An
extensive programme of enhancement measures
on Forestry Commission land (see plan overleaf)
will include:

e A significant area of peatland restoration;

e Improving and enhancing habitats for
rare metallophyte lichens and ferns
(comprising old and deserted mine working
sites); and

e The creation of wildlife corridors through the
forestry, following identified existing or future
riparian zones (land adjacent to
watercourses), benefitting various species
including otter and water vole.
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In addition, discussion is ongoing with consultees
and landowners regarding the best approaches for
providing habitat enhancement on areas of private
land associated with the site.  Opportunities
potentially exist to improve habitat for a range of
species including otter, water vole, yellow hammer
and for bog orchid as well as various habitat types.

It is proposed that a Steering Group, comprising
representatives of SSE Renewables, the
landowners, Ceredigion County Council,
Countryside Council for Wales (CCW) and RSPB
shall be established by SSE-R and shall meet on an
annual basis to agree detailed methodologies,
discuss the effectiveness of the measures
contained within the agreed HMP, and to agree any
amendments to the HMP programme, provided
they do not constitute a major departure in either
nature or scale as appropriate.

SSE-R will carry out or procure the undertaking of a
programme of monitoring to assess the
effectiveness of the measures set out in the HMP.
This monitoring programme shall be carried out by
a consultant approved by the Steering Group and
will focus particularly on the extent and quality of
heath and bog, and a species monitoring
programme for populations of key species (e.qg.
otter, water vole and yellowhammer)
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Riperian Zone
Peatland Restoration
Lichen / Fern Habitat
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